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Victory in any situation is guaranteed by God: 1 John 5:4: 
  
 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that overcomes the 
world, our faith. 
 
Our faith overcomes the world. Our faith is to be in Christ and his work. He overcame the 
world. In the Christ we have the victory: 
 
 John 16:33  These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye may have peace. In the world 
ye have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
 
 1 John 5:19 gives us great insight as to what “the world” is referring to. 
 
 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
 
Join this thought with what Ephesians 3:11 tells us, that, God has purposed all the ages and 
carried His purpose out (formed it, made it to happen) in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
God’s plan and purpose is in the Christ. His purpose for us also is in the Christ. In the Christ is 
where God desires for us to abide, to have our faith. The whole world lies in the power of the 
evil one. The system is against the truth in Christ. The Devil and his cohorts are our enemies: 
  
 Eph. 6:12 For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.  
 
Our fight is against the rulers of darkness. When you are contending with ill-health, lack of 
finances, lack of wholeness of thoughts, emotional roller coasters, etc. you are contending 
with evil spirits, spiritual adversaries. This is what the scriptures declare.  
 
Jesus Christ told us in John 8:31-32 & :36: 
 
 Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, [then] are ye 
truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. If therefore the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
 
The word “know” means to intimately know or experientially know. This type of knowing is 
when the thing known influences the knower so that there is a relationship between the two. 
For example, you know your gender. Your gender influences decisions that you make and 
things that you do. As a man, if I were to hear of a woman’s fellowship I wouldn’t consider 
going. We should work to develop this type of intimate relationship with the truth. Why? “The 
truth shall make you free.” The context of this freedom is freedom from sin. Sin was never 
designed to overtake us. Sin is of the world, not of the Christ. Sin is therefore defeated in the 
Christ. In the Christ we have victory. Truth in Christ makes us free from sin and all of its 
ramifications… praise God! 
 
Since the truth is what frees us from sin and its consequences, then the adversary’s attack is 
ultimately against the truth. He tries to defeat us by keeping us from the truth or attempting to 
remove the truth from us when we know it. Hold to the truth! As Jesus Christ put it, “abide in 
my word.”   
 



The word, the truth, is held in the mind. The mind is where the fight is won or lost. We are told 
to renew our minds to the truth (Rom. 12:2). “This is the victory that overcomes the world, our 
faith.” The tools of the enemy are then thoughts contrary to the truth. Learn to recognize his 
attacks by these contrary thoughts and ideas. He’s subtle. You’ll think that these thoughts are 
your own. These thoughts will seem so logical and reasonable. But thoughts contrary to the 
truth are not your own!!! They are from the father of lies, the adversary.  
 
Two most common attacks: Condemnation and discouragement.  
 
Condemnation comes from perceived failure. When we feel like we’ve fallen short, the 
adversary slides in thoughts of defeat and failure which result in condemnation. Just because 
we fail doesn’t mean we’re a failure. It’s not us who fails. Our identification is in Christ, not in 
our fleshly ability or inability. We’ve got to chalk it up to our weak flesh and come back to our 
identification in Christ where there cannot be any condemnation – Rom. 8:1. 
 
While we’re persevering in the truth and we don’t see results discouragement is an obvious 
attack on the truth. We get thoughts like, “Oh, look how long you’ve been dealing with this 
problem. There must be something wrong. Why hasn’t this been resolved yet? What if you try 
something else for results.” These thoughts are not from your Father who loves you. Consider 
what 1 Peter 5:6-10 give us. We’re to humble ourselves to the truth to ultimately (not always 
immediately) see God’s mighty hand of deliverance. Verse 8 says that the Devil is like a 
roaring lion seeking to devour us. These lions of the Bible lands were known to hunt in the tall 
grass where they would wait to hear their prey. Then, they would roar to freeze their prey to 
be able to pounce on and devour them. Don’t allow him to freeze you in fear. Consider where 
those thoughts are coming from. Don’t consider his suggestions designed to generate fear in 
you.  Instead, humble yourself to what God says is true. Refute the adversary’s suggestions 
by persevering in the truth. By the truth we put up the shield of faith which quenches all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one – Eph. 6:16. 
 
1 Peter 5:9 tells us further how to resist the roaring lion. To resist is to stand against. We resist 
him by holding our position in the faith. The faith is what we are to believe – reality in Christ. 
By what is true in Christ, because of his redemptive work, we stand firm against the Devil. 
This is our position of victory. Remember 1 john 5:4? 
 
1 Peter 5:9 further states that we stand firm in the faith knowing that these same experiences 
of suffering that we are dealing with are accomplished (fulfilled) in our brethren. You’re not 
alone in what you are dealing with. Others have seen victory regarding the same situation you 
are dealing with.  
 
1 Peter 5:10 says that after we have suffered for a while God will Himself perfect, confirm, 
strengthen and establish you. So, keep on keepin’ on! God is behind His Word. His gospel is 
the power of God unto your wholeness – Romans 1:16. God provides His Word for our 
deliverance – Psalm 107:20: 
 
HHee  sseenntt  ffoorrtthh  hhiiss  wwoorrdd,,  aanndd  hheeaalleedd  tthheemm,,  aanndd  ddeelliivveerreedd  tthheemm  ffrroomm  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn..  
  
Persevere in the truth. This is the victory for God and His people. 


