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THE FINALITY OF CHRIST’S DEATH 
 

 The Lord Jesus Christ gave his life at Calvary to rescue us out of the power of sin, from 
which we had no other way out. Jesus Christ’s death was God’s final judgment against sin:  
all the sins of the whole world – past, present and future sins. 
 
Do we realize the finality of Christ’s substitutionary death? Had Jesus not been tortured and 
put to death on the cross for us, we would’ve been left to ourselves to try to aspire to God 
through our own abilities, through our own goodness. This error can only be a result of not 
understanding, or ignoring, God’s complete judgment against sin by Christ’s death. How far 
do any of us get by our own abilities?... 
 

“for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God;” (Ro 3:23 ASV) 
 

“…for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin;” (Ro 3:9b AV) 
 

“10  as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one; 11  There is none 
that understandeth, There is none that seeketh after God;” (Ro 3:10-11 ASV) 
 
Every one of us falls short of God’s glory because all have sinned and do sin. If not by our 
own abilities, how then could anyone get close to God?... 
 

“Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto 
God through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” (Heb 7:25 
ASV) 
 
It is only through the Lord Jesus Christ that anyone draws near unto God.  
 

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” (Joh 14:6 ASV) 
 
So, can anyone come unto the Father by their own abilities, by their own good works??? 
NO!!! It is only by Jesus Christ that ANYONE comes to the Father. 
 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own 
doing, it is the gift of God— not because of works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph 
2:8-9 RSV) 
 
Once someone is born again, having come unto the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then how do we bear genuine fruit, godly fruit unto God?  
 

“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law through the body 
of Christ; that ye should be joined to another, even to him who was raised from the 
dead, that we might bring forth fruit unto God.” (Ro 7:4 ASV) 

 
Only by being joined to Christ can we bring forth fruit unto God. Jesus said… 
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“4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; so neither can ye, except ye abide in me. 5  I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit: for apart 
from me ye can do nothing.” (Joh 15:4-5 ASV) 
 
He who abides in Christ bears much fruit. To abide in Christ means to live in Christ, to stay 
put, not drifting all over by our own desires, but living in Him by His Word living in us: 
 

“Let what you heard (the message, His Word) from the beginning abide in you. 
If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son 
and in the Father.” (1Jo 2:24 RSV) 

 
“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it 

shall be done for you.” (Joh 15:7 RSV) 
 The scriptures teach us that we bear fruit unto God the same way that we came to God the 
Father in the first place – THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. In other words, we live 
for God the same way that we came to God – through Jesus Christ. We don’t come unto 
God through Christ then live for God by trying real hard to be a good Christian. No! Christ is 
the key to coming to the Father AND living for the Father. 
 

“As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,” (Col 2:6 ASV) 
 
See it? Receiving Him comes by the same method as walking in Him. 
 How about “cleaning up our lives” as so many are told to do. We are NOT to try to clean up 
our own lives. This is man’s way of cleaning up our lives. God’s way is AGAIN through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord’s redemptive work living in us produces the Lord’s work 
through us: 
 

“…and every branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it may bear more 
fruit.” (Joh 15:2b ASV) 
 
To “cleanse” is to purge, to prune off what is useless. Who does this work of pruning us of 
uselessness? Who is the “he” in this verse? The identity of a pronoun is determined by its 
preceding noun. This takes us back to verse one: 
 

“1 ¶  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2  Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
cleanseth it, that it may bear more fruit.” (Joh 15:1-2 ASV) 
 
“He” refers to the Father, God. God the Father as “the husbandman” prunes us of 
uselessness. WOW! We don’t even have to clean up our lives as Christians. God the 
Father does this work. Oh, how powerful God’s Word is to do His work!! Is this also true 
from other scriptures?... 
 

“but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1Jo 1:7 ASV) 
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According to this verse, if we walk in the light the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. This doesn’t say “some sin.” It doesn’t even say, “most sin.” It says “all sin.” 
Many of God’s people are working soooo hard to rid their lives of sin and its devastating 
consequences. This is because they either do not know this truth that God’s Word does 
God’s cleansing work, or they are disregarding such scripture in an attempt to maintain 
their theology. The truth is that the blood of Jesus Christ (representing his death) does the 
work!!! Look at the clarity of this same truth from this verse: 
 

“But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the 
Spirit.” (2Co 3:18 ASV) 
 
So, do we transform (change) ourselves, or does beholding the glory of the Lord do the 
work? (context defines the glory of the Lord – 2 Cor. 3:6-11. It is the New Covenant).  
 

“22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 
 For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who observes 
his natural face in a mirror; 24  for he observes himself and goes away and at once 
forgets what he was like. 25  But he who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, 
and perseveres, being no hearer that forgets but a doer that acts, he shall be blessed 
in his doing.” (Jas 1:22-25 RSV) 
 
What is it to be a doer of the Word, one who does the actions of the Word?... By these 
verses it is one who remembers who he has seen himself to be in the perfect law of liberty. 
What is this law of liberty? See John 8:32-36, Rom. 8:2, Gal. 5:1. The perfect law of liberty 
is the freedom we have in Christ from sin and the Law. As we remember who we are 
according to truth we are blessed in what we do. Here is another one: 
 

“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” (Ro 12:2 RSV) 
 
To be transformed (changed – same word as in 2 Cor. 3:18 above) we renew our minds, 
bring our minds to think according to what’s new. See 2 Cor. 5:17 and Gal. 6:15. Again, we 
don’t transform ourselves; we are transformed by the power of the truth. The truth does the 
work that so many have been trying to do themselves. There are so many Christians who 
feel defeated and frustrated in trying to live for God because they don’t understand, or 
refuse to submit to the truth, that the Word produces the effects of God in them. There are 
many verses and sections which work at convincing us that God’s Word will do His work in 
us and through us instead of us trying to do His Word’s work: 
 

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of 
sin and death.” (Ro 8:2 RSV) 
 
What sets us free from the law of sin and death? Here’s another one: 
 

“for if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body you will live.” (Ro 8:13 RSV) 
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We don’t put to death the deeds of the body by diligent effort, but by the spirit. Consider this 
one: 
 

“For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, 12  training us 
to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly 
lives in this world,” (Tit 2:11-12 RSV) 
 
What does this say trains us to “renounce…” and “to live…”? It is the grace of God that 
does this work, not us! Take a look at how this verse states the point: 
 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” (Ga 
5:16 ASV) 
 
This is a powerful verse also. So many well-meaning people are deceived into trying to not 
fulfill the lusts of their flesh. Their work is in vain. They have not yet realized that God has 
given us His way to deal with the lusts of our flesh. Live in the realm of the spirit and you 
“shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” The next verse explains why… 
 

“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are contrary the one to the other; that ye may not do the things that ye would.” 
(Ga 5:17 ASV) 
 
The two categories of flesh and spirit are opposites. If we live according to one we cannot 
be living according to the other. So, the great key that God has given us to not fulfill the 
lusts of the flesh is to live in the spirit. We now have to disregard this truth to try to clean up 
our own lives. God’s perspective is quite different. If we could clean up our own lives 
successfully then Christ died needlessly.  
 
Our old lives (before we came to Christ) are like pigs. Saints who haven’t come to truth in 
this area of their lives can easily get tricked into trying to clean up their old man (the old 
man - Rom. 6:6, Eph. 4:22-24, Col. 3:9-10). They try to primp and fix. They try to clean up 
their language and their actions. They seem to make some headway, so they continue 
dressing up their pig. But they can never quite clean up that pig to the point that it is no 
longer a pig. No matter how nice a suit you put on a pig, it is still a pig. What this well-
meaning saint doesn’t understand is that the problem is in the nature of the pig. It will 
always be a pig. You will never change the corrupt nature of the old man. He will continue 
to produce according to his nature – sin nature produces sins. God’s solution to this 
problem of the old man isn’t to bring us to increasing discipline and efforts to fix him, but 
instead to consider him dead: 
 

2 “By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?”  “6  knowing this, 
that our old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away 
(rendered powerless), that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin; 7  for he 
that hath died is justified from sin. 8  But if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him; 9  knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 
more; death no more hath dominion over him. 10  For the death that he died, he died 
unto sin once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11  Even so reckon 
(consider) ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, and alive unto God in Christ 
Jesus.” (Ro 6:2, 6-11 ASV) 
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We are “in bondage to sin” as long as we aren’t “knowing this…” God tells us that we 
died to sin (verse 2 & 7). We are to “reckon” this to be true in Christ Jesus. To “reckon” is 
a mathematical term. It refers to adding up the given points to come to a logical conclusion. 
What are the points of truth given by which we are to draw a conclusion here in the context? We are dead to sin! We don’t try to correct it. To straighten out our old man by our 
own efforts is to disregard these truths above. God’s perspective is that the old man is 
beyond repair, that we are to add up these statements of truth that “our old man was 
crucified with” Christ (v. 6) because we “died to sin” (v. 2) and conclude that we are 
“dead unto sin, and alive unto God in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ seems to be the most underestimated message in 
existence. Its ability far exceeds our expectations: 
 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think,” (Eph 3:20 RSV) 
 
This gospel of God is a delivering message. It is far more powerful to do God’s work in us 
than we realize, no matter how much we think we understand it because it is GOD’S 
POWERFUL WORD. The message, the gospel of Jesus Christ, is the power of God: 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation 
(deliverance, wholeness) to every one who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.” (Ro 1:16 RSV) 
 
Not trusting in God’s Word to do His work, including cleaning up our lives and making them 
fruitful for His purposes, most probably is man’s greatest mistake. Man tends to not trust in 
the power of God’s Word: 
 

“8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
says the LORD. 9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10  "For as the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, making 
it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11  so shall 
my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 
(Isa 55:8-11 RSV) 
 
God’s Word is designed by Him to do His work. 
 
 
Those of you who desire to minister to others - God’s Word will equip you for any/every 
good work: 
 
“16  All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that (in order that) the man of God 
may be complete (fully outfitted as a ship for a voyage), equipped for every good 
work.” (2Ti 3:16-17 RSV) 
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Then, for what good work of God could the scripture NOT equip us? Scripture is our 
training in righteousness which completely equips us for anything our Father, God, needs 
us to do. 
 
The death of Jesus Christ is the means by which… 
 

1. “we draw near unto God” 
2. “we live for Him” 
3. “we bring forth fruit unto God” 
4. Our lives are cleansed “from all sin” 
5. We reckon ourselves “to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus” 
6. The power of God is “unto all who believe” 

 Jesus’ last words on the cross were, ‘It is finished!” The total payment for all the sins of the 
whole world were atoned for by the cross. Regarding God’s judgment against all sin “It is 
finished” is equivalent to “The End” at the end of a book. Our identity with sin and its 
authority over us came to an end by the cross of Jesus Christ.  
 
In conclusion: the death of Jesus Christ is the beginning and final statement for those who 
desire to live for God HIS WAY. The followers of the Lord Jesus Christ rest, and are built, 
upon His death. 
 

“17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 18  For the word 
of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.” (1Co 1:17-18 RSV) 
 
The death of Jesus Christ will for all of time be the focal point of HIStory and of people who 
are the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 As the old song goes, “Calvary covered it all.”   


